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KEY AIMS

1. Revise colonial models of literary metadata to enable visibility of African literary and oratory 

forms

2. Collect metadata in multiple African languages on a variety of forms and put them in a 

Linked Open Database

3. Make the database searchable and easily explorable  

4. Enable entry of metadata from any stakeholder 









10 500 copies







South African published novels 
sold in 2020

• 687 in Afrikaans
• 319 in English 
• 2 in Zulu
• 0 in any of the other 8 official languages
(isiXhosa, Sepedi, Setswana, Sesotho, Xitsonga, siSwati, 
Tshivenda, isiNdebele).

TOTAL SALES: 280 500



What is missing in standardized 
metadata?



http://badilishapoetry.com





“I’m averaging about 45,000 readers per 
day and [the publishers] offer $500 and say 
that it takes nine months to make a book? 
That’s a long time because people are 
already reading something on this book. I 
turned them down eventually. I am going 
to self-publish. I’ve already started the 
process, met the printing company, 
everything.”

Interview with Mike Maphoto ‘Africa in Words’

https://africainwords.com/2013/09/16/qa-with-diary-of-a-zulu-girl-author-
mike-maphoto/



South African published novels 
sold in 2020

• 687 in Afrikaans
• 319 in English 
• 2 in Zulu
• 0 in any of the other 8 official languages
(isiXhosa, Sepedi, Setswana, Sesotho, Xitsonga, siSwati, 
Tshivenda, isiNdebele).

TOTAL SALES: 280 500



Thembeka Cynthia 
Sesi















KEY AIMS

1. Revise colonial models of literary metadata to enable visibility of African literary and oratory 

forms

2. Collect metadata in multiple African languages on a variety of forms and put them in a 

Linked Open Database

3. Make the database searchable and easily explorable  

4. Enable entry of metadata from any stakeholder 







300: Social Sciences

301–307 [Sociology and anthropology]

310 Collections of general statistics

320 Political science (Politics and government) 

330 Economics

340 Law

350 Public administration and military science 

360 Social problems and services; associations 

370 Education

380 Commerce, communications, transportation 

390 Customs, etiquette, folklore 

000 Computer science, information and 

general works

100 Philosophy and psychology

200 Religion

300 Social sciences

400 Language

500 Pure science

600 Technology

700 Arts and recreation

800 Literature

900 History and geography



800 Literature, rhetoric & criticism

810 American literature in English

820 English & Old English literatures

830 German literatures

840 French, Provençal, Catalan 

850 Italian, Rumanian 

860 Spanish, Portuguese 

870 Latin & other Italic literatures

880 Classical & modern Greek 

890 Other literatures (Dewey 1958, 79)

890 Literatures of other languages

891 Other Indo-European 

892 Semitic literatures

893 Hamitic literatures

894 Finno-Ugric, Turkic, other 

895 East & Southeast Asian  

896 African literatures

897 North American Indian [sic.]

898 South American Indian [sic.] literatures

899 Austronesian & other (Dewey 1958, 87)



• Book cataloguing – split Oral forms from Written ones (not inherent characteristic of definition 
of the literary, e.g. Classical Literature and the Epic)

• Print culture – newspapers in colonies, publishers in European and American cities.
• Dominance of European languages

• Print forms include low-cost ‘zine’ pamphlet literatures, comic books, self-published novels and 
informal or semi-formal literary magazines; 

• Oral and performed forms include spoken word poetry, storytelling and street theatre; 
• Digital forms, include Facebook and blog fictions, platform fictions, Insta-fiction, YouTube 

performed fictions, WhatsApp fiction and poetry, and other diverse forms of online poetry, &etc. 
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• South African Poetry and Short Fiction from 1978 to 1993

• Censorship 

• 37 issues in total

• Over 2500 individual titles











1. Wikidata 



1. Wikidata 

2. Problems with Wikidata for ALMEDA







1. Wikidata 

2. Problems with Wikidata for ALMEDA

3. Wikibase Instance 
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ashleigh.harris@engelska.uu.se

http://almedaresearch.org

mailto:ashleigh.harris@engelska.uu.se

